He proved himself a good soldier. Despite his family
position and wealth he did not turn into a champagne
and dug-out officer; orders given by him were promptly
executed. He proved that he was no pen-pushing office
soldier, as his fellow officers expected he would be, fresh
from the glittering pomp of a Military Attache. In the
late spring of 1916 he was appointed to the command of
the 2nd Battalion, 93rd Reserve Infantry Regiment, later
moving on to the 73rd Infantry Regiment. Following a
spell around Lens as an infantry commander, he was then
posted as General Staff officer to his old 4th Division of
the Prussian Foot Guards.
On 22 August von Papen's division was thrown across
the Somme and moved into position opposite the Schwaben
redoubt near Thiepval, which latter position was being hotly
contested, artillery fire raking it from three sides.
The summer of 1916 was very hot and the English
attack was hotter. The English waves swept over and the
4th's flank was exposed by the loss to the British of
Corselette. The division suffered a terrific loss in men,
many raw recruits, that day and in an attempt to prevent
a break-through von Papen quickly collected orderlies,
clerks, batmen, pioneer squads and transport men and
with them organized a counter-attack, which was successful
enough to close the breach which was menacing the flank.
By 4 November the Guards Division had been driven
back to a line a few miles south of Bapaume, and in ice
and slush von Papen's division attempted a stand near
Warlencourt. Then ensued a ding-dong battle carried
over into the new year, which at the time was compared
by the Times correspondent with the defence of the Rock
of Gibraltar.
On 23 February 1917 von Papen's division moved into
the Siegfried line.
Towards Easter the new German position in this area
ran into a salient Arras-Bapaume, to which the Prussians
had retreated to secure the protection of the ridge and the
winding valleys in which to reorganize their reserves.
The 4th Guards Division had hastily constructed three
great belts of wire entanglements covering the position,
70